
The following is a summary of the January 5, 2017, Combined Conference, Regular, and 
Organization Meeting of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 
 
Mr. Robert Cianciulli, Mrs. Helen Kirsch and Mr. Denis Smalley were all sworn in to three-year 
terms as members of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education.  Mr. Douglas Reinstein was 
chosen by his colleagues to serve as President of the Board of Education for the coming year; 
while Mr. William Cassano was selected to serve as Vice President.  Both Mr. Reinstein and Mr. 
Cassano served in these leadership roles during 2016. 
 
Mr. Reinstein then delivered a brief presentation reviewing the school district’s accomplishments 
during 2016, an outline of which can be found here. 
 
Report of the Student Representatives 
 
Amanda Johnson reported on the following: 

 
• Ms. Jenna Sorrell, Teacher of Mathematics at Governor Livingston High School, raised 

$2,700.00 by shaving her head on behalf of the No Shave November fundraiser for Ms. 
Laurie Liming.  Ms. Liming is a Mountain Park School Teacher who is battling cancer. 
 

• The TREND group at GLHS organized and presented the school’s first Class Karaoke 
Competition last month. Senior Tom Barbera took first place honors with his rendition of 
“All I Want for Christmas is You” and he earned the Senior Class a deposit of $125 into its 
class account. 
 

• GL students worked with the Berkeley Heights Volunteer Rescue Squad Cadets to collect 
donations for Backpacks for Life. This organization's goal is to provide homeless veterans 
with basic life essentials like first aid kits and toiletries. 
 

• Congratulations to GLHS students Jonathan Wong, Jordan Nichols and Trevor Rittman for 
being accepted into the Region Orchestra and Chorus. 
 

• The annual Empty Bowls event raised $260.00 for the Community Food Bank of New Jersey 
in Hillside. 
 

• The GL Interact Club held a bake sale outside of the cafeteria on December 23rd. All 
proceeds went to Mt. Pleasant Animal Shelter. The school’s Photography Club also held a 
bagel sale for fundraising that day. 
 

• The Governor Livingston Retro Video Game Club held its first-ever meeting in December. 
Members of this club have the chance to play old video games during lunch. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=14780&PageID=1
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 
 
Amanda Johnson reported on the following: 
 
• The first conference of the school year for GL’s Model UN group will take place on January 

26th and 27th at the Bergen County Academies. A total of 20 students from the school will 
attend and assume the roles of United Nations Ambassador on various committees, such as 
the UN Social and Humanitarian Committee and the UN Disarmament Committee. 
 

• Over the course of the 2016-2017 school year, Governor Livingston Math League students 
are participating in six competitions against other New Jersey schools. Their most recent 
competition was in December, in which they answered six challenging math questions and 
submitted their scores to be ranked against other schools. 
 

• The GL Robotics Team will participate in a competition on January 7th at Liberty Science 
Center in Jersey City. 
 

• The Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) group from GLHS had many members 
place in the Regional Competitive Events, earning them a place in the State Leadership 
Conference in February. Nikhil Choudhuri earned Sixth Place in Accounting, Ryan Glen 
took Second Place in Advertising, Tiffany Lou placed Eighth in Advertising, Alton 
Grossman took Eighth Place in Business Law, Rachel Stuart earned Eighth Place in 
Introduction to Business, Matt Zhao took Second Place in Financial Math, and Nicole 
Segalini placed Eighth in Personal Finance. Congratulations to these FBLA achievers! 
 

• The Spring Musical at Governor Livingston will be Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, and the GL Hilltop Players have started rehearsals.  
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 
 
James Pitingolo reported on the following: 
 
• Governor Livingston sports teams practiced hard over break to come back strong into the 

second half of the winter sports season.  
 
• Fantastic Friday and Super Saturday this weekend at GL will showcase many teams, 

including Girls and Boys Basketball, Wrestling, and Fencing, as well as vendors from 
different teams and clubs. 

 
• Girls Basketball has started off the season great with a 4-2 record. They are in first place in 

their conference with a 2-0 division record. They've proven to have great chemistry even 
though only three of the team’s members are returning varsity athletes. Senior Lindsay 
Gerrato has scored over 30 points in two games, giving the team even more excitement for 
the postseason.  

 
• The Boys Basketball team won its most recent game over Brearley, bringing its record up to 

3-4. These back-to-back victories show that the team is hitting its stride and that the boys are 
ready to give it their all the rest of the season.  

 
• Both the Girls and Boys Fencing teams posted victories over Newark Academy this week, 

making the Girls team record 4-0 and the Boys team 3-1. 
 
• GLHS Wrestling has continued a winning season with a record of 3-1 and a recent 

outstanding victory over New Providence. 
 
• The Governor Livingston Ice Hockey team has had a tough season so far with a 3-7-1 record, 

but the squad is excited to continue the season with the support of fans who go to watch “GL 
Puck,” as it’s known by students.  

 
• GL Indoor Track athletes continue to impress, with an exciting meet on Staten Island over 

winter break where the team celebrated five First Place finishes. Members of the Indoor 
Track team are ranking high in the state in events like the 55 meter hurdles and the 200 meter 
dash. The team’s next meet is on January 7th in Jersey City. 

 
• Last but certainly not least, both the Boys and Girls Swimming teams are currently 4-0 this 

season. Both teams are headed toward a challenging second half of the season, but look 
forward to competing for a spot in the State Tournament.    
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Superintendent’s Report 

• Mr. Scott McKinney, Assistant Superintendent, discussed the Quality Single Accountability 
Continuum (QSAC) Equivalency Application that the Board was being asked to approve at 
the meeting. 

 
Once every three years, public school districts in New Jersey are required to undergo QSAC 
Monitoring by the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE). The NJDOE has created a 
process for school districts which were designated as “high performing” to apply for and 
receive an Equivalency Waiver that provides approved districts with a three-year extension to 
the District Performance Review process. 

 
In the QSAC Monitoring process, there are five (5) areas which are assessed as District 
Performance Reviews (DPRs): Instruction and Program, Fiscal Management, Governance, 
Personnel, and Operations.  Mr. McKinney said that he was pleased to announce that the 
Berkeley Heights Public Schools have been designated as a “high performing district” and 
because of this designation, the district is eligible to submit an Equivalency Application 
ensuring that we are remaining in compliance in each of the aforementioned five areas and 
allowing the district to satisfy the QSAC requirements without completing the full 
monitoring process 

 
• In the area of curriculum, Mr. McKinney said that he anticipates sharing some exciting news 

in the near future about proposed elective programming for Columbia Middle School that 
builds upon some existing activities while allowing students more opportunities to explore 
new topics and pursue their interests.    

 
• Mr. James Finley, Berkeley Heights School District Supervisor of Science, Art, and 

Elementary Computers, was recently selected to serve on the NJ ASK Grade 8 Science 
Committee by the New Jersey Department of Education.  Mr. Finley’s selection to this group 
comes at an important time as New Jersey is transitioning to a new set of Science standards 
and, with that, a different approach to the Science assessment. The responsibilities of this NJ 
ASK committee include reviewing items for the Science assessment, performing range 
finding for both the operational open-ended questions as well as the field test open-ended 
questions, and reviewing statistical analysis to select the field test items that will continue on 
to be eligible for inclusion as operational items on future administrations.  Mr. Finley’s 
selection is recognition of his expertise and his participation on this committee will certainly 
benefit our teachers and students. 

 
• Mr. McKinney also spoke about Fantastic Friday and Super Saturday, a fun and exciting 

annual event which is being held this weekend at Governor Livingston High School.  He 
expressed his appreciation for the outstanding efforts of the GL Highlander Booster Club, 
which sponsors and organizes this event every year. 
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 
 
• Mr. McKinney provided a presentation before the Board of Education and public on the topic 

of Community Service in Our Schools. Please click here to learn more about this report. 
 
• The 2015-2016 School District Audit Report was presented by Bill Swisher of Suplee, 

Clooney and Company, District Auditors.  A brief summary of this report can be found by 
clicking here. 

 
• The next meeting of the Board of Education will be held on Thursday, January 19th.  During 

this meeting, the Board and administration will provide a Strategic Plan progress update and 
there will also be a presentation about the Physical Education program at Governor 
Livingston High School. 
 
 

Facilities Report 
 
• Mrs. Donna Felezzola, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, announced that the 

school district received the results of the lead testing in the schools earlier this week and that 
the administration has already communicated the results of this testing to the school 
community. 

 
Classroom and kitchen sinks and water fountains throughout the district were tested.  
Overall, 205 sites were sampled.  Of the locations sampled, 188 produced water with lead 
content that was below the required action level and 17 sites were identified as having 
content which required action.  The locations identified as having higher lead levels have 
since been put out of service.  Follow-up testing for those 17 sites is scheduled for January 
14th.  The second test will be a different test as the water will flow through the faucets for a 
longer time period. 

 
The locations where levels of lead were elevated are scattered throughout the schools.  There 
were four (4) locations at William Woodruff School and Thomas P. Hughes School; three (3) 
locations at Mountain Park School; two (2) locations each at Mary Kay McMillin Early 
Childhood Center, Columbia Middle School, and Governor Livingston High School.  The 
exact locations are listed on the letter posted on the district and school websites. Of these 17 
locations, at least six (6) are sinks or water fountains that are rarely, if ever, used. 

 
Mrs. Felezzola explained that the reasons for the relatively high lead levels can be old 
faucets, clogged aerators or infrequent use.  Based on the results of the second tests, the 
district will be able to better determine the reason for the unacceptable lead levels and make 
appropriate decisions moving forward.  District maintenance staff members will be replacing 
aerators where appropriate prior to the follow-up testing and that a plan will be developed for 
replacing aerators and faucets on a regular basis.  

 

http://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=14781&PageID=1
http://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=14779&PageID=1
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Facilities Report (continued) 

 
Mrs. Felezzola stressed that the Berkeley Heights School District is committed to protecting 
the health of all of its staff members and students and will take all steps necessary to ensure 
the purity of drinking water in its schools. 

 
 
The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 
 
• The New Jersey Department of Education Equivalency Application pertaining to the Quality 

Single Accountability Continuum (QSAC) process, as well as the submission of this 
document to the New Jersey Department of Education’s Union County Office. 

 
• The Memorandum of Agreement between the Berkeley Heights Board of Education and 

Berkeley Heights Custodial Maintenance Supervisors for the period of July 1, 2015, through 
June 30, 2018. 

 
• The introduction for study and first reading of the following Revised District Policies: 

 
Rights of Persons with Handicaps or Disabilities/Policy on Non-Discrimination 1510 
Grievance Procedure for Complaints Concerning the Board’s Obligation to 
Disabled Persons 1512 
Equal Employment Opportunity 1530 
Curriculum Content 2200 
Affirmative Action Program for School and Classroom Practices 2260 
Bilingual and ESL Education 2423 
Sexual Harassment 3362 
Sexual Harassment 4352 
Sexual Harassment 5751 

 
• The participation of the Berkeley Heights School District in the recently-approved Morris-

Union Jointure Commission (MUJC) competitive grant application, “Preparing Students with 
IEPs for Life in the Community, Integrated Employment, and Post-School Success” through 
the New Jersey Department of Education.  Funding from this grant will enable the Berkeley 
Heights Public Schools to receive such services as professional development, parent training, 
transition assessments, assistance with the development and implementation of structured 
learning experiences, and assistance with the development and implementation of 
community-based instruction. 

 
• 2016-2017 fiscal year salaries for district Custodians and Maintenance Staff members. 

 
• 2016-2017 fiscal year salaries for district Transportation staff members.  
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 
• The request of Mrs. Lindsey Guyton, Grade 2 Teacher at Thomas P. Hughes School, for a 

maternity and child care leave of absence starting on February 1, 2017, and concluding on 
August 31, 2017. 

 
• The request of Mrs. Aida Swon, Part-Time Elementary Counselor at Thomas P. Hughes 

School, for a maternity and child care leave of absence starting on April 8, 2017, and 
concluding on August 31, 2018. 

 
• The appointment of Mr. Brendan McNelis to the position of Substitute/Replacement Teacher 

of Social Studies at Governor Livingston High School, effective January 31, 2017. 
 
• The appointment of Mrs. Courtney Reinl to the position of HELP Teacher at Mountain Park 

School from January 4, 2017, through January 13, 2017; and her appointment to the position 
of Long-Term Substitute Grade 4 Teacher at Mountain Park starting on January 17, 2017.  
 

• The appointment of Mrs. Jody Morrison to the position of Secretary at Thomas P. Hughes 
School, effective January 23, 2017. 
 

• The acceptance of the 2015-2016 Annual Audit Report as submitted by Suplee, Clooney and 
Company, Certified Public Accountants, as well as the submission of the Corrective Action 
Plan to the Audit findings and recommendations to the Union County Executive 
Superintendent of Schools. 
      

• The acceptance of the following grants: 
 

-A $2,000.00 grant from Investors Bank to recognize Outstanding Educators in the Berkeley 
Heights Public Schools.  This grant will be used to allow two educators to attend a 
professional conference.  After attending this conference, these educators can turnkey the 
information they learned and share it with other district staff. 
 
-A $500.00 ExxonMobil Educational Alliance Grant to be used by the Robotics Club and 
TWIST Club at Columbia Middle School. 
 
-A $6,000.00 New Jersey Department of Education STEM Partnership Materials Grant.  
Materials purchased through this grant will be used to benefit students in Science classes at 
Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 
 
• The appointment of the following Extra-Curricular Activities personnel for the 2016-2017 

school year: 
 

Governor Livingston High School     
Sophomore Class Advisor (50%)   Jeanmarie Ringwood  
Assistant Softball Coach    Richard Ortega   
Assistant Softball Coach    Steven Petruzzelli   
Assistant Softball Coach    Steven Lesnewich   
Assistant Softball Coach    Erin Lanigan (Volunteer)    
Assistant Baseball Coach    Terrence Hanratty   
Assistant Baseball Coach    Samuel Politan   
Assistant Baseball Coach    Ralph Yezza    
Assistant Baseball Coach    John Mahon (Volunteer)    
Assistant Baseball Coach    Daniel Mondelli (Volunteer)   
Assistant Baseball Coach    Mathew Rago (Volunteer)   
Assistant Baseball Coach    James Thornton (Volunteer)   
Assistant Baseball Coach    Bryan Young (Volunteer)    
Head Track Coach     Daniel Guyton    
Assistant Track Coach    Gary Chan    
Assistant Track Coach    Christopher Coughlin  
Assistant Track Coach    Lisa Dhaibar    
Assistant Track Coach    Gregory Dunkerton   
Assistant Track Coach    Dominick Mastroianni, Jr.  
Assistant Track Coach    Bruno Somma    
Assistant Lacrosse Coach (Boys)   Konstantine Leontarakis  
Assistant Lacrosse Coach (Boys)   Michael Provenzano   
Assistant Lacrosse Coach (Boys)   Bryan Gavin (Volunteer) 
Assistant Lacrosse Coach (Boys)   Nicholas Stefans (Volunteer) 
Assistant Lacrosse Coach (Girls)   Jacqueline Wells   
Assistant Tennis Coach (Boys)   Philip Acosta    

 
Columbia Middle School    
Yearbook Advisor (50%)    Gianna Czerniak  
Cheerleader Coach (50%)    Danielle Bamundo  
Cheerleader Coach (50%)    Haley Smith 

 
 
The Board of Education will conduct a Regular Meeting on Thursday, January 19, 2017, at 
8:00 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room of Columbia Middle School.     


